THIS memorandum on the Rh. factor deals with the theoretical aspects of the Rh. blood groups, the clinical effects produced by isoimmunisation, and the laboratory techniques which are employed in the recognition of the Rh. blood groups of the red cells and the Rh. antibodies in the serum. It is written by three of the most outstanding workers in this field in the world to-day.
The investigation and management of Rh. isoimmunisation requires the use of laboratory techniques which embrace the whole field of immuno-hamatology. In this section Dr. Mourant describes in detail the technical methods which should be employed in CDE grouping of cells and in the measurement of serum Rh. antibodies. He describes the method used to detect cells sensitised with "incomplete" antibody by what has now come to be known as the Coomb'sMourant or the direct anti-human-globulin test. This section is an invaluable laboratory guide.
This memorandum puts forward the British point of view with regard to the theory and practice of Rh. isoimmunisation with th'e clarity and precision one expects from those workers whose previous publications on this subject were each a valuable contribution to a rapidly advancing field. They have consolidated in one paper of seventy-four pages not only the fruits of their own experience and research, but also the gains made by other workers on the subject, and the whole bears in every line the hallmark of authority.
M The book has been so well re-edited that, although much new material has been added and some sections almost entirely re-written, the book is not much bigger than its predecessor. Many of the new editions to the book are most useful and not to be found in any other book of its type. I have always regarded this book as the most useful laboratory manual for the clinical pathologist, with its favourite place on the benclh, rather than on the library shelf. The techniques described are reliable, clear, and concise, with the interpretations clearly stated. The emphasis on one proven technique, rather than a large number, is to be commended, for many text-books on this subject err grievously in this respect. This book in general is so good that it would appear ungracious to criticise any part of it, but on the section dealing with the Rh factor there is little reference to Fisher's CDE classification, which is not only internationally accepted, but so much easier to understand and explain, than Weiner's Rh classification.
The plates of malarial parasites are good and much more natural than those which usually appear in American text-books. There is still the preference for Wright's stain, and no mention of Field's stain for thick drops which was used so extensively in the British armed forces in the late war.
